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Raises from Coast to Coast in 2018: 
Workers in 18 States and 19 Cities and Counties 
Seeing Minimum Wage Increases on January 1, 
Many of Them to Rates of $12 to $15 an hour 
 

Twenty-One Additional Jurisdictions Are Raising Pay Later in the Year, 
and New Campaigns Are Underway in 17 More States and Cities 

 
Workers across the country will receive badly needed raises on January 1st as states and 
cities from coast to coast implement minimum wage increases.  Once they are fully phased 
in, 15 million workers will see long overdue raises—many to levels of $12 to $15 an hour.  
And new campaigns are launching across the country to bring wage increases to more states 
and cities. 
 
Here is a summary of what to expect in 2018: 
 

 Minimum wages will increase in 18 states and 19 cities on January 1. (Table 2) 

 In 13 cities, the minimum wage is already $12 or higher, including New 
York City with $13, Washington, DC with $12.50, and many California cities. 

 Several Silicon Valley cities, including Sunnyvale and Mountain View, 
will raise their minimum wages to $15 on January 1, joining Seattle and 
SeaTac, Washington.  Later this year, San Francisco, Berkeley and 
Emeryville, CA will join them with $15 minimum wages, and New York City 
will follow on December 31, 2018. 

 In a total of 6 states and 17 cities and counties, the increases will 
eventually reach $12 to $15 an hour once they are phased in over the 
next few years. 

 Later in 2018, 3 more states and 18 cities and counties will follow with more 
minimum wage increases, bringing the 2018 totals to 21 states and 35 citiesi and 
counties. (Table 3) 

 By the time these multi-year minimum wage increases are fully phased in, 15.5 
million workers will receive raises.  

 Campaigns to raise the minimum wage are underway in at least 17 more 
states and cities, including Massachusetts, New Jersey, Vermont, Illinois, Missouri, 
Michigan and Nevada. (Table 1) 

                                                                    
i Two cities (Milpitas, CA and Minneapolis, MN) will raise their minimum wages twice in 2018, but are counted only once in this total. 
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Campaigns for Minimum Wage Increases Are Expected in at Least 14 
States and 3 Cities in 2018-2020 

Campaigns to raise the minimum wage are underway in at least 14 states and 3 cities.  All are 
pushing for wage increases of $12 to $15 an hour. (See Table 1.) Leading campaigns include: 

 Massachusetts, where the Raise Up Massachusetts coalition this month submitted 
over 139,000 signatures to put a $15 minimum wage before voters on the 2018 
ballot1—and similar legislation will be introduced in the legislature. 

 New Jersey, where Governor-Elect Phil Murphy has made a $15 minimum wage a 
top priority for his incoming administration.2 

 Vermont, where state Senate President Tim Ashe recently announced that a $15 
minimum wage is a “personal priority” for him in 2018.3 

 Maryland, where, after Montgomery County approved the state’s first $15 
minimum wage in November,4 a campaign is underway for a statewide $15 increase. 

 Missouri, where, after the legislature reversed minimum wage increases in St. Louis 
and Kansas City, workers are campaigning to put a $12 minimum wage on the 2018 
statewide ballot.5 

 Illinois, where the legislature this year passed the first $15 state minimum wage in 
the Midwest, only to be blocked by Gov. Bruce Rauner’s veto.6 

 Michigan where advocates are campaigning to place a $12 minimum wage for all 
workers, including tipped workers, on the 2018 ballot.7 

 Nevada where, after Gov. Brian Sandoval vetoed a minimum wage increase, the 
legislature referred a $14 minimum wage increase to the state ballot. If it is passed a 
second time in 2019, it will go before voters in 2020.8 

 St. Paul, MN, where, after Minneapolis approved the first $15 city minimum wage in 
the Midwest which takes effect on January 1, advocates are campaigning to expand 
it to St. Paul.9  



NELP | RAISES FROM COAST TO COAST | DECEMBER 2017   3 

 

Table 1. State and Local Minimum Wage Campaigns, 2018 - 2020 

Jurisdiction 
Proposed Minimum 
Wage 

Minimum Wage in 2018 

Ballot or 
Legislative 

Full Minimum 
Wage 

Tipped Minimum 
Wage 

Connecticut $15.00 $10.10 $6.38 or $8.23  Legislative 

Florida10 $15.00 $8.25 $5.23 Ballot 

Hawaii $15.00  $10.10 $9.35 Legislative 

Illinois11 $15.00 $8.25 $4.65 Legislative 

Maryland $15.00 (2022 - 23) $10.10 $3.63 Legislative 

Massachusetts12 $15.00 (2021) $11.00 $3.75 Both 

Michigan13 $12.00 (2022) + OFW $9.25 $3.52 Ballot 

Missouri14 $12.00 (2023) $7.85 $3.93 Ballot 

Nevada15 $14.00 To Be Announced No tip credit Ballot 

New Jersey16 $15.00 $8.60 $2.13 Legislative 

New York17 OFW $10.40 - $13.00 Varies Administrative 

Pennsylvania18 $15.00 $7.25 $2.13 Legislative 

Rhode Island $15.00 $10.10 $3.89 Legislative 

Vermont19 $15.00 (TBD) $10.50 $5.25 Legislative 

Redwood, CA20 $15.00 (2019) $10.50 & $10.00 No tip credit Legislative 

St. Paul, MN21 $15.00 $9.50 & $7.75 No tip credit Legislative 

Washington, DC22 OFW $12.50 $3.33 Ballot 

OFW refers to proposals to gradually eliminate the subminimum wage for tipped workers. 
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Table 2. State and Local Minimum Wage Increases On or Around January 1, 2018  

Minimum Wage Laws in the $12 - $15 Range 

Jurisdiction 
Approved 
Minimum Wage 

2018 Minimum 
Wage 2018 Tipped Wage Effective Date 

Current 
Minimum Wage 

Current 
Tipped Wage Step or Index 

Worker Impact 
(at Final Step) 

Arizona23 $12.00 (2020) $10.50 $7.50 01/01/2018 $10.00 $7.00 Second step 757,00024 

California25 $15.00 (2022-23) 
$11.00 (large empl.) 
$10.50 (small empl.) 

No tip credit 01/01/2018 
$10.50 (large empl.) 
$10.00 (small empl.) 

No tip credit Second step 5,489,00026 

Colorado27 $12.00 (2020) $10.20 $7.18 01/01/2018 $9.30 $6.28 Second step 420,00028 

Maine29 $12.00 (2020) $10.00 $5.00 01/01/2018 $9.00 $5.00 Second step 181,00030 

New York31 

$15 (2018-21) 
(standard) 

$13.00 (NYC large) 

$12.00 (NYC small) 

$11.00 (Long Island 

and Westchester) 

$10.40 (Upstate) 

$7.50 - $11.05  
(varies by firm size, 
region, industry & 
amount of earned 
tips) 

12/31/2017 

$11.00 (NYC large); 

$10.50 (NYC small); 

$10.00 (Long Island 

and Westchester); 

$9.70 (Upstate) 

$7.35-$9.35 
(varies by firm 
size, industry, 
region & amount 
of earned tips) 

Second step 3,200,00032 

$15 (2018-21) 
(fast food) 

$13.50 (NYC) 

$11.75 (rest of state) 
No tip credit 12/31/2017 $12.00 (NYC) 

$10.75 (rest of state) 
No tip credit Third step 136,00033 

Washington 
State34 

$13.50 (2020) $11.50 No tip credit 01/01/2018 $11.00 No tip credit Second step 621,70035 

Flagstaff, AZ36 
$15.50 (2022) + 
One Fair Wage 

$11.00 $8.00 01/01/2018 $10.50 $7.50 Second step 22,00037 

Cupertino, CA38 $15.00 (2019) $13.50 No tip credit 01/01/2018 $12.00 No tip credit Second step 
Included in CA 
estimate 

El Cerrito, CA39 $15.00 (2019) $13.60 No tip credit 01/01/2018 $12.25 No tip credit Third step 
Included in CA 
estimate 
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Table 2. State and Local Minimum Wage Increases On or Around January 1, 2018  

Jurisdiction 
Approved 
Minimum Wage 

2018 Minimum 
Wage 2018 Tipped Wage Effective Date 

Current 
Minimum Wage 

Current 
Tipped Wage Step or Index 

Worker Impact 
(at Final Step) 

Los Altos, CA40 $15.00 (2019) $13.50 No tip credit 01/01/2018 $12.00 No tip credit Second step 
Included in CA 
estimate 

Milpitas, CA41 $15.00 (2019) 
$12.00 (January) & 
$13.50 (July) 

No tip credit 
01/01/2018 (& 
again in July) 

$11.00 No tip credit 
Second & 
third steps 

Included in CA 
estimate 

Mountain View, 
CA42 

$15.00 (2018) $15.00 No tip credit 01/01/2018 $13.00 No tip credit Last step 
Included in CA 
estimate 

Oakland, CA43 $12.25 (2015) $13.23 No tip credit 01/01/2018 $12.86 No tip credit CPI 
Included in CA 
estimate 

Palo Alto, CA44 $15.00 (2019) $13.50 No tip credit 01/01/2018 $12.00 No tip credit Third step 
Included in CA 
estimate 

Richmond, CA45 $15.00 (2019) $13.41 No tip credit 01/01/2018 $12.30 No tip credit Fourth step 
Included in CA 
estimate 

San Jose, CA46 $15.00 (2019) $13.50 No tip credit 01/01/2018 $12.00 No tip credit Third step 115,00047 

San Mateo, CA48 $15.00 (2019-20) 
$13.50 (standard) 
$12.00 (nonprofit) 

No tip credit 01/01/2018 
$12.00 (standard) 
$10.50 (nonprofit) 

No tip credit Second step 
Included in CA 
estimate 

Santa Clara, CA49 $15.00 (2019) $13.00 No tip credit 01/01/2018 $11.10 No tip credit Second step 
Included in CA 
estimate 

Sunnyvale, CA50 $15.00 (2018) $15.00 No tip credit 01/01/2018 $13.00 No tip credit Last step 
Included in CA 
estimate 

Minneapolis, 
MN51 

$15.00 (2022-24) 

January: 
$10.00 (large empl.) 
$7.87 (small empl.) 
July: 
$11.25 (large empl.) 
$10.25 (small empl.) 

No tip credit 
01/01/2018 (& 
again in July)51 

$9.50 (large empl.) 
$7.75 (small empl.) 

No tip credit 
First & second 
steps 

71,00052 
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Table 2. State and Local Minimum Wage Increases On or Around January 1, 2018  

Jurisdiction 
Approved 
Minimum Wage 

2018 Minimum 
Wage 2018 Tipped Wage Effective Date 

Current 
Minimum Wage 

Current 
Tipped Wage Step or Index 

Worker Impact 
(at Final Step) 

SeaTac, WA53 
$15.00 (2014) 
(airport) 

$15.64 No tip credit 01/01/2018 $15.35 No tip credit CPI 6,30054 

Seattle, WA55 $15.00 (2017-21) 

Large employers: 
$15.45 (no benefits) 
$15.00 (benefits) 
Small employers: 
$13.00 (no benefits) 
$11.50 (benefits) 

Large employers: 
No tip credit 
Small employers: 
$14 (no ben, tips) 
$11.50 (benefits or 
$2.50 in tips) 

01/01/2018 

Large employers: 
$15.00 (no benefits) 
$13.50 (benefits) 
Small employers: 
$13.00 (no benefits) 
$11.00 (benefits) 

Large employers: 
No tip credit 
Small empl.: 
$13 (no ben, tips) 
$11 (ben/$2 tips) 

Fourth step & 
CPI 

102,00056 

Tacoma, WA57 $12.00 (2018) $12.00 No tip credit 01/01/2018 $11.15 No tip credit Last step 
Included in WA 
estimate 

Minimum Wage Laws Below $12 

Alaska58 $9.75 (2016) $9.84 No tip credit 01/01/2018 $9.80 No tip credit CPI 48,00059 

Florida60 
Constitutional 
Amend. (2004) 

$8.25 $5.23 01/01/2018 $8.10 $5.08 CPI None (Pre-FF15) 

Hawaii61 $10.10 (2018) $10.10 $9.35 01/01/2018 $9.25 $8.50 
Last step 
(standard) 

99,00062 

Michigan63 $9.25 (2018) $9.25 $3.52 01/01/2018 $8.90 $3.38 Last step 940,00064 

Minnesota65 
$9.50 (large)  
$7.75 (small) 
(2016) 

$9.65 (large) 
$7.87 (small)  

No tip credit 01/01/2018 
$9.50 (large) 
$7.75 (small) 

No tip credit CPI 254,00066 

Missouri67 
Ballot Initiative 
(2006) 

$7.85 $3.93 01/01/2018 $7.70 $3.85 CPI None (Pre-FF15) 

Montana68 
Ballot Initiative 
(2006) 

$8.30 No tip credit 01/01/2018 $8.15 No tip credit CPI None (Pre-FF15) 
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Table 2. State and Local Minimum Wage Increases On or Around January 1, 2018  

Jurisdiction 
Approved 
Minimum Wage 

2018 Minimum 
Wage 2018 Tipped Wage Effective Date 

Current 
Minimum Wage 

Current 
Tipped Wage Step or Index 

Worker Impact 
(at Final Step) 

New Jersey69 $8.25 (2015) $8.60 $2.13 01/01/2018 $8.44 $2.13 CPI 429,00070 

Ohio71 
Constitutional 
Amend. (2006) 

$8.30 $4.15 01/01/2018 $8.1572 $4.08 CPI None (Pre-FF15) 

Rhode Island73 $10.50 (2019) $10.10 $3.89 (no change) 01/01/2018 $9.60 $3.89 First step Not available 

South Dakota74 $8.50 (2015) $8.85 $4.43 01/01/2018 $8.65 $4.33 CPI 62,00075 

Vermont76 $10.50 (2018) $10.50 $5.25 01/01/2018 $10.00 $5.00 Last step 57,00077 

Albuquerque, 
NM78 

$8.50 (2013) $8.95 $5.35 01/01/2018 $8.8079 $5.30 CPI None (Pre-FF15) 

Bernalillo County, 
NM80 

$8.50 (2014) $8.85 $2.13 01/01/2018 $8.7081 $2.13 CPI Not available 

Total Number of States & Localities 37 

Number of Workers Impacted After Full Implementation 13,010,000 
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Table 3. State and Local Minimum Wage Increases Later in 2018 

Minimum Wage Laws in the $12 - $15 Range 

Jurisdiction 
Approved 
Minimum Wage 

2018 Minimum 
Wage 2018 Tipped Wage Effective Date 

Current 
Minimum Wage 

Current 
Tipped Wage Step or Index 

Worker Impact 
(at Final Step) 

Oregon82 

$14.75 (Portland) 
$13.50 (standard) 
$12.50 (rural) 
(2020) 

$12.00 (Portland) 
$10.75 (Standard) 
$10.50 (rural) 

No tip credit 07/01/2018 
$10.25 (Portland) 
$11.25 (standard) 
$10.00 (rural) 

No tip credit Third step 623,30083 

Berkeley, CA84 $15.00 (2018) $15.00 No tip credit 10/01/2018 $12.53 No tip credit Last step 
Included in CA 
estimate, above 

Emeryville, CA85 $15.00 (2017-18) 
$15.60 (large empl.) 
$15.00 (small empl.) 

No tip credit 07/01/2018 $15.20 (large empl.) 

$14.00 (small empl.) 
No tip credit Last step 

Included in CA 
estimate, above 

Los Angeles, CA86 $15.00 (2020-21) 
$13.25 (large empl.) 
$12.00 (small empl.) 

No tip credit 07/01/2018 
$12.00 (large empl.) 
$10.50 (small empl.) 

No tip credit Third step 609,00087 

Los Angeles 
County, CA88 

$15.00 (2020-21) 
$13.25 (large empl.) 
$12.00 (small empl.) 

No tip credit 07/01/2018 
$12.00 (large empl.) 
$10.50 (small empl.) 

No tip credit Third step 
Included in CA 
estimate, above 

Malibu, CA89 $15.00 (2020-21) 
$13.25 (large empl.) 
$12.00 (small empl.) 

No tip credit 07/01/2018 
$12.00 (large empl.) 
$10.50 (small empl.) 

No tip credit Third step 
Included in CA 
estimate, above 

Milpitas, CA90 $15.00 (2019) 
$12.00 (January) & 
$13.50 (July) 

No tip credit 
07/01/2018 (& 
earlier in Jan.) 

$11.00 No tip credit 
Second & 
third steps 

Included in CA 
estimate, above 

Pasadena, CA91 
$15.00 (2020) 
(expected) 

$13.25 (large empl.) 
$12.00 (small empl.) 

No tip credit 07/01/2018 
$12.00 (large empl.) 
$10.50 (small empl.) 

No tip credit Third step 
Included in CA 
estimate, above 

San Francisco, 
CA92 

$15.00 (2018) $15.00 No tip credit 07/01/2018 $14.00 No tip credit Last step 142,00093 

San Leandro, CA94 $15.00 (2020) $13.00 No tip credit 07/01/2018 $12.00 No tip credit Second step 
Included in CA 
estimate, above 
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Table 3. State and Local Minimum Wage Increases Later in 2018 

Jurisdiction 
Approved 
Minimum Wage 

2018 Minimum 
Wage 2018 Tipped Wage Effective Date 

Current 
Minimum Wage 

Current 
Tipped Wage Step or Index 

Worker Impact 
(at Final Step) 

Santa Monica, 
CA95 

$15.00 (2020-21) 
$15.37 (2017, 
hotel industry) 

$13.25 (large empl.) 
$12.00 (small empl.) 
To Be Announced 
(hotel) 

No tip credit 07/01/2018 
$12.00 (large empl.) 
$10.50 (small empl.) 
$15.66 (hotel) 

No tip credit 
Third step & 
CPI 

Included in CA 
estimate, above 

Washington, DC96 
$15.00 (2020) + 
$5.00 tipped 

$13.25 $3.89 07/01/2018 $12.50 $3.33 Third step 114,00097 

Chicago, IL98 $13.00 (2019) $12.00 To Be Announced 07/01/2018 $11.00 $6.10 
Fourth step & 
CPI (tipped) 

410,00099 

Montgomery 
County, MD100 

$15.00 (2021-24) 
$12.25 (large empl.) 
$12.00 (small & mid) 

$4.00 07/01/2018 $11.50 $4.00 First step 126,968101 

Minneapolis, 
MN102 

$15.00 (2022-24) 

January: 
$10.00 (large empl.) 
$7.87 (small empl.) 
July: 
$11.25 (large empl.) 
$10.25 (small empl.) 

No tip credit 
07/01/2018 (& 
earlier in Jan.) 

$9.50 (large empl.) 
$7.75 (small empl.) 

No tip credit 
First & second 
steps 

Included in 
Minneapolis 
estimate, above 

Minimum Wage Laws Under $12 

Maryland103 $10.10 (2018) $10.10 $3.63 07/01/2018 $9.25 $3.63 Last step 248,032104 

Nevada105 
Constitutional 
Amend. (2004) 

To Be Announced To Be Announced 07/01/2018 
$8.25 (no benefits) 
$7.25 (benefits) 

No tip credit CPI None (Pre-FF15) 

Cook County, IL106 $13.00 (2020) $11.00 To Be Announced 07/01/2018 $10.00 $4.95 
Second step & 
CPI (tipped) 

200,000107 

Portland, ME108 $10.68 (2017) To Be Announced To Be Announced 07/01/2018 $10.68 $5.00 CPI 
Included in ME 
estimate, above 
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Table 3. State and Local Minimum Wage Increases Later in 2018 

Jurisdiction 
Approved 
Minimum Wage 

2018 Minimum 
Wage 2018 Tipped Wage Effective Date 

Current 
Minimum Wage 

Current 
Tipped Wage Step or Index 

Worker Impact 
(at Final Step) 

Santa Fe, NM109 $9.50 (2006) To Be Announced $2.13 03/01/2018 $11.09 $2.13 CPI None (Pre-FF15) 

Santa Fe County, 
NM110 $10.66 (2014) To Be Announced To Be Announced 03/01/2018 $11.09 $3.32 CPI Not available 

Total Number of States & Localities 21 

Number of Workers Impacted After Full Implementation 2,473,300 
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